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of a perfect fluid is an excellent example of this procedure.
Fluidity actually exists in the concrete inasmuch as fluid
substances actually exist. But the mathematician cannot
investigate fluidity effectively under the special conditions
of its existence in the particular fluids known to him,
such as water. For all these fluids are only more or less
fluid. They are also more or less viscous, and this intro-
duces a complication which he is unable to disentangle,
To meet this difficulty he frames the conception of a
perfect fluid. In studying the perfect fluid, he investigates
fluidity without reference to the complications arising
from the partial viscosity of known fluids. When the
conception is once formed, the perfect fluid manifests an
independent nature of its own which thought does not
make but finds. And whatever may be found to be true
of it is true of all particular fluids in so far as they are
fluid. It holds good of fluids as such. The body of
judgments thus formed expresses the nature of fluidity,
and fluidity is an actual feature of the concrete world.
Geometrical space is a construction of a similar kind.
The geometer, as such, is interested merely in the nature
of space and spatial configuration. His only reason for
referring to the contents of space is that the Conception
of figure involves demarcation of one portion of space
from another by some difference of content Otherwise,
he has no concern with the particular things which are
extended in space or with the physical conditions of their
existence. Accordingly, he .fixes and formulates his
abstract object by framing the conception of a space in
which the distribution of contents is to be limited by
spatial conditions, and these only. This conception enables
him to represent his abstract object in such a way that he
can deal with it effectively, unhampered by irrelevancies.

In the second kind of construction, we develop the
nature of our abstract object. We begin by distinguish-
ing some general feature of the concrete world which is
initially presented to us in certain particular forms. But
as soon as we consider this feature abstractly, we discover
that in its own intrinsic nature it is capable of other